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EDITORIAL

ne of the nice things about being
Othe Editor (apart from seeing The

Portal before you do) is that | get
to have the last word: everybody else
sends me articles (or doesn’t, ‘cause
they're not finished yet - don’t worry, it'll
go in next quarter), | put them in and
then | get the chance to comment on it all
and bring the news bang up to date.

The Sponsored Walk was a resounding
success: over 220 people joined the walk
(the exact number will probably never be
determined) and as well as everybody
enjoying themselves we had the Managing
Director of Hardys & Hansons - thanks
for the pint, jonathan! and a couple of
our local Members of Parliament, Judy
Mallaber and Jeff Hoon (complete with
“minder”) who were most impressed by
the support shown by members and
locals. Our thanks are due to you all.

The day before, The FCC's version of
“Time Team” went on a subtle and gentle
archaeological “dig” (with a JCB) and
discovered the remains of Colliery Office
Bridge on the Pinxton Arm. As you will
see from the article in this issue this
bridge was a film star, featuring in the
1960 film of D H Lawrence’s “Sons and
Lovers”. It wasn't anywhere near where
our informant thought it

The AGM happened................... but the
talk we were to have had after the formal
business was cancelled (Sorry, Peter) in
favour of a presentation of our National
Lottery Living Landmarks bid for
£50,000,000. Unfortunately we didn't get
beyond the first hurdle, but we aim to
learn from this and have asked for
feedback as to how we could improve
our chances next time. This meeting
marked the retirement of John Baylis as
Vice-Chairman. He's been boating,
restoring and campaigning for canal
restoration since many of us were knee-
high to a grasshopper, and his wise
counsel was very welcome in the early
days of the Friends. He now feels we're
safe enough to be allowed out on our
own (!) so he's decided to take a bit
more of a back seat. He remains a
Trustee and I'm sure we've not heard the
last from him. Thanks for the leg up, John.

Finally, you'll notice that this edition of
The Portal is the first in its new format.
I've been contemplating a re-design for
some time and this issue is the result of
not a little head-scratching and midnight
oil burning. | hope you like it.




Under Burley ornpny Bridge at Ironville








































































